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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 121 


[Abstract:] Reports 2 small gold deposits for separate parties... 520 


United States Mint, Philadelphia, Penn., 
Assay Department, 
June 3, 1880 


Hon. A. Loudon Snowden 
Superintendent &c &c 


Sir 
I am obliged to ask for your instructions, in a case which has just happened. 


By a strange mistake, and want of care, two gold deposits, belonging to different parties, 
were melted together, in the deposit-melting room; one of gold-leaf waste, the other of buttons 
from jewelry. The former weighed 5.57 ozs. 


The latter “ 7.70 “ 
And the fineness by assay, of the whole, is 737. 


This vexations business leaves me unable to report, except by a conjecture, which is not 
our way of working. And yet something must be done. 


We know from former deposits of similar leaf, that it runs from 830 to 870 fine. If you 
order it so, I will report that part at 900, to be sure that the depositor gets his due; and will make 
a similar over-rate for the other. The loss will fall on the Melter & Refiner’s account, and his 
consent would be necessary; but altogether, they will not be overpaid more than four dollars. 


You will understand that this mistake did not occur in my department, although the 
trouble of rectifying it falls here, as usual. It happens to be a small matter, but it might as easily 
have been ten times as much. 


Very respectfully, 
Your obt. servant, 
WE. DuBois 
Assayer 


Approved — 
A. Loudon Snowden 
Supt. 


